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LATE IN NTELLIGENCE F ROM BURMAH 


From the Letter Day Luminary, Feb 1820. 


EXTRACTS FROM MR. JUDSON’S JOURNAL: 


April Ath, 1819. — To-day, the build” 
ing of the zayat being sufficiently ad- 
vanced for the purpose, I called togeth- 
era few people that live around us, and 
commenced public worship in the Bur- 
man language. 

Gth.—This evening I went, for thie 
second time, to hear a popular Burman 
preacher. On our arrival, we found a 
zayat in the precincts of one of the most 
celebrated pagodas, lighted up, and the 
floor spread with mats. In the centre 
was a frame raised about eighteen inches 
from the ground, where the preacher, on 
his arrival, seated himself. He appear- 
ed to be about forty-five years old, of 
very pleasant countenance, and harmo- 
nious speech. He was once a priest, 
but is now alayman. ‘The people, as 

they camé in, seated themselves on the 
mats, the men on one side of the honse, 
and the women on the other. It was an 
unistinguished day, and the congrega- 
tion was very small, not more than one 
hundred. When we entered, some e said, 
There come some wild foreigners : but 
when we sat down properly, aud took 
off our shoes, they began to say, No, 
they are’not wild; they are civilized. 
Some recognized me, and said to one 
another, It is the English teacher; a 
name by which f am commonly known. 
The preacher soon took notice of us, en- 
tered into some conversation, invited us 
to visit him, and so on 3 but on learninz 
that I was a missionary, or, in their idi- 
om, a religion-making-teacher, his coun- 
tenance fell, and he said no mere. The 
people being now convened, one ap- 
pointed for the purpose, called three 
times for silence and attention. Each 
ene then took the flowers and leaves 
which had been previously distributed, 
and placing them between his fingers, 


— a ee oe _——— - — ~ 


valeda them to his head, and in pe re- 
spectful posture, rgmained motionless, 
until the service was closed. This cer- 
emony we of course declined. When 
all things were properly adjusted, the 
preacher closed his eves, and commenc- 
ed the exercise, which consisted in re- 
peating a portion from their sacred wri- 
tings. [lis subject was the conversion 
of the two prime disciples of Gaudama, 
and their subsequent promotion and 
glory. Ilis oratory I found to be en- 
tirely different from all that we call ora- 
tory. At first, he seemed dull and mo- 
notonous, but presentiy lis soft, mellif- 
luent tones, win their way into the heart, 
and lull the soul into that state of calm- 
ness and serenity, which toa Burman 
mind somewhat resembles the boasted 
perfection of their saints of old. His 
discourse continued about half an hour 5 
and at the close, the whole assembly 
burst out intoa short prayer, after which 
all rose and retired. ‘this man exhi- 
hits twice every evening, in different pla- 
ces. Jadeed heis the only popular lay 
prencyey in the place. As for the priests, 
t! e y preach on special occasions only, 
‘hen they are drawn from their seclu- 
sion and inactivity by the solicitations 
of their adherents. 
11th, Lord’s Day. —There were a- 
bout as many present at Burman wor- 
ship in the zayat, as last Sunday. They 
behaved with rather more order ; but it 
seemed impossible to secure thei ir fina} 
attention. Those who, in the course of 
the week, engaged to atte nd, forgot 
their engagement ; so that the assembly 
consisted entirely of people who live 
around us, and are in the habit of re- 
ce pubic favours from us. Never felt so 
eply the immense difficulty of making 
a first impression on a he ‘athen people. 
18th, Lord’s Day.— Attendance sim- 
ilar to that of last Sunday. Nothing 
special to be noted. 
25th, Lord’s Day.—Yesterday we 
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completed the zayat, sat up tiie front 
stairs, and laid open the entrance from 
the road. ‘This morning I took my seat 
ou the floor in the open porch, under some 
solemn unpression of the great responsi- 
bility attached to my new mode of life. 

In the forenoon the members of the 
mission family came over to have our 
usual worship, having concluded to hold 
it fora few Sundays in the zayat, rather 
than in the house, m order to give the 
Burmans some idea of the place. 

In the afternoon, our people came to- 
gether, and several came in from the 
road, so that we had an assembly of be- 
tween 25 and 30, besides children. At 
the «lose of the service I distributed se- 
Veral tracts to the strangers. 

26th, Monday.—'The fore part of the 
day quite barren. Studied with my 
teacher as usu-!. Towards night had 


an audience of about a dozen, several of 


whom were from the neighbouring vil- 
lage of Thambet. ‘These paid particu- 
lar attention. 

27th, Tuesday.—One of the most at- 
tentive of the hearers last night, came 
again, with a petty officer from another 
village. They staid the most of the 
day, received a great deal of instruction, 
and left with a promise » that they would 
come as often as the distance of their re- 
sidence would permit. Considerably 
encouraged to-day, with the hope that 
God is preparing a people in this be- 
nighted land. 

20th, Thursday.—A precious case 
— just occurred. A young man of 

wenty-four, by name Moung Koo, h 1ap- 
ne ned to stroll in last Sunday, and was 
present at worship. He appeared to 
be rather wild and noisy, though his 
manners were respectful. He took a 
tract and went away. This morning, 
he made his appearance again, and has 
been with me about two hours. 

May |st,1519.—Burman day of wor- 
ship, of course many visiters. Among 
the rest Moung Nau, a man who was 
with me several hours yesterday ; but 
from his silence and reserve, excited lit- 
tle attention or hope. ‘To-day, howey- 
er, | begin to think better ofhim. Mo- 
nug Koo came again at night, and ap- 
peared pretty well. 


‘poor, obliged to work for his living, and 





od, bi wil’s Day.— About three o’cloe, 1 
the quiet and modest Moung Nau cay, : 
in, and took his usual place. Por th: { 
others we looked in vain. About thi. b 
ty present at worship. Very few pai 
much attention, or probably received a, t 
ny benefit. a 

5th.—Moung Nau has been with ny E 
several hours. I begin to think that tly v 
grace of God has reached his heart. ( 
He expresses sentiments of repentance; 
for his sins, and faith in the Saviour ( 
‘The substance of his profession 3s, tha t 
from all the darknesses and uncleap t| 
nesses and sins of his whole life, he has ¢ 
found no other Saviour but p aes Christ: b 


no where else can he look for salvation: 
and therefore he proposes to adhere 
Christ and worship him all his life long, 

It seems almost too much to believe, 
that God has begua to manifest hi 
grace to the Burma ins 3; but this day! 
could not resist the delightful COUVIC 
tion, that this is really the case. Prais 
and glory be to his name aa ta evermore, 
Amen. 

Oth.—Moung Nau was again with me 
a great part of the day. He appears te 
be slowly growing in religious know! 
edge, and manifests a teachable, hun- 
ble spirit, ready to believe all that Chris 
has said, and obey all that he has com- 
manded. He is thirty-five years old— 
no family—middling abilities—quit 





therefore, his coming day after day to B® 
hear the truth, affor ds stronger evidenc: a. 
that it has takezi hold of his mini. ; 
May the Lord graciously lead his dark : 
mind into all the truth, and cause him 1) 
to cleave inviolably tothe blessed Sav- Bes’ 
iour. 

Séh4.—Burman day of wor ship. — Mt 
Thronged with visiters through the day. 3} 
Had more or less company without in- ; 
termission, for about § hours. Several 
lieard much of the gospel, and engaged 
to come again. Moung Nau was witli 
mea great part of the day, and assisted 
me much in explaining things to new 
comers. ‘Towards night, a man came 
in, by name Moung Shwaa Oo, whom I 
think it time to mention particularly, as 


he has visited me several time; and 
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though like Moung Nau, apparently 
backward at first, he appears to be re- 
ally thoughtful. He is a young man of 
twenty-seven, of very pleasant exterior, 
and evidently in good circumstances. 
Poor Moung Koo, who appeared so for- 
ward at first, alas, too forward, has quite 
discontinued his visits. 

Oth, Lord’s Day.—Moung Shwaa 
Qo came in the morning, and_ staid 
through the whole day. Only two or 
three of all I conversed with yesterday 
cameagain. Had, however, an assem- 
bly of thirty. After worship some 
warm disputation. I begin to feel that 
the Burmans cannot stand before the 
truth. Inthe course of the conversation 
Moung Nau declared himself a disciple 
of Christ, in presence of a considerable 
number; and even Moung Shwaa Oo 
appeared to incline the same way. 

May 10th.—Early in the morning 
Moung Nau came to take leave, being 
obliged to goto a distance after timber ; 
his usual occupation. I took him alone, 
aid prayed with him, aad gave him a 
written prayer to help him in his private 
devotion. He received my parting in- 
structions, with great attention and so- 
lemnity; said he felt that he was a dis- 
ciple of Christ—hoped that he should be 
kept from falling—desired the prayers 
fus all—expressed a wish that ifhe held 
out some time after his return, we would 
allow him to profess Christ in baptism, 
ind so he departed. ‘Lhe Lord Jesus 
-o with him, and bless him. He is 
poor, I felt a great desire to give him 
something ; but thought it safer to put 
no temptation in his way. If, on his re- 
turn, he still cleaves to Christ, his pro- 
lession will be more satisfactory than it 
would be if he had any expectations from 


Al 


ude 

May 11th.—tlad more or less compa- 
hy from morning till night. Among the 
est, Moung Shwaa Oo and two or three 
others, who appear to be pretty well sa- 
lisfied, that the Boudhist religion has no 
foundation. Conversation was very an- 
imated, and somewhat encouraging ; 
but I wanted to see more seriousness 


und more anxiety to be saved from sin. 


May 13th.—Had company all day, 
without intermission. About noon 
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Movng Nat came in, having given up 
his journey, on account of the unfaithful- 
ness of his employer. Lis behaviour 
and conversation were very satisfactory. 
He regrets the want of a believing asso- 
ciate, but declares his determination of 
adhering to Christ, though no Burman 
should ever join him. 

May 15th.—Moung Nau, has been 
with me all day,as well as yesterday. 
He is anxious to be received into 
company, and thinks it a preat privi- 
lege to be the first amoug the Burmans 
in proiessing the religion of Jesus Christ. 
He has been told plainly, that he has 
nothing to expect in this world but per- 
secution, and perhaps death; but he 
thinks it better to die for Christ, and be 
happy hereafter, than to live a few days 
and be for ever wretched. All the mem- 
bers of the mission have, at different 
times, conversed with him, and are sa- 
tisfied that a work of grace is begun in 
his heart. 

May 17th.—Moung Nau has received 
an advantageous offer to go to Ava, in 
the employ ofa boat owner. We were 
afraid to dissuade him from accepting, a3 _ 
he has no way of getting a living; and 
equally uuwilling to have him absent se- 
veral months. At length we advised 
him notto go, and he at once acquiese- 
ed. 

May 22d.—We have taken Moung 
Nau to live with us, intending to employ 
him in copying some small things for 
distribution, which we cannot get print- 
ed at present, and allow him ten ticals a 
menth. Our principal object however, 
is to keep him in the way of instrue- 
tion, hoping that he will ultimately be 
usetul to his countrymen. 

June 6th, Lord’s Day.—After parta- 
king of the Lord’s supper in the even- 
ing, weread and considered the follow- 
ing letter of Moung Nau, which he wrote 
of his own accord. 

“T, Moung Nau, the constant recipi- 
ent o! your excellent faveur, approach 


your feet. Whereas my Lord’s three 


have come to the country of Burmah, 
not for the purposes of trade, but to 
preach the religion of Jesus Christ, the 
son of the eternal God, I having heard 
and vaderstood, am, with a jovful migd , 
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“filled with love. I believe that the di- 
vine Son, Jesus Christ, suffered death, 
in the place of men, to atone for their 
sins. Like a heavy laden man, I feel 
my sins are very many. ‘The punish- 
ment of my sins I deserve to suller. 
Since it is so, do you, sirs, consider, that 
J, taking refuge in the merits of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and receiving bap- 
tism, in order to become his disciple, 
shall dwell one with yourselves, a band 
of brothers, in the happiness of heaven, 
and (therefore) grant me the ordinance 
of baptism.* It is through the grace of 
Jesus Christ, that you, sirs, have come 
by ship, from one country and continent 
to another and that we have met togeth- 
er. I pray my Lord’s three, that a 
suitable day may be appointed; and 
that I may receive the ordinance ofbap- 
tism. (Moreover) as it is only since I 
have met with you, sirs, that I have 
known about the eternal God, I venture 
to pray, that you will sti!l unfold to me 
the religion of God, that my old dispo- 
sition may he destroyed, and my new 
disposition improved.” | 

We have all, for some time, been sa- 

_tisfied concerning the reality of his reli- 
gion, and therefore voted to receive him 
into church fellowship, on his being bap- 
tized, and proposed next Sunday for ad- 
ministering the ordinance. 

June 20th, Lord’s Day.—For the 
last fortnight, have had but little com- 
pany at the zayat, owing probably to 
the rains which have now fully set in. 
The town has aiso been in great confu- 
sion, in prospect of the viceroy’s depart- 
ure for Ava. We have been called on 
to pay another tax of fificen ticals—got 
off with paying half. lave had sever- 
al other molestations from petty officers 
of government. Concluded to postpone 
Moung Nau’s baptism, till the viceroy 
be fairly off. He left Rangoon yester- 
day, and has arrived at the next village, 
which is a kind of rendezvous to the vast 
mnultitude of boats that accompany him. 


*At the time of writing this, not having 
heard much of baptism, he seems to have as- 
cribed an undue efficacy to the ordinance, 
He has since corrected his erro: ; but the 
translator thinks it the most fair and impartial 
to give the letter, jastas it was written at first. 


Kneland, which 
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June 27th, Lord’s Day.—There were 
several strangers present at worship, 
After. the usual course, [ called Moun: 
Nau before me, read and commented on 
an appropriate portion of scripture, ask- 
ed him several questions concerning bis 
faith, hope, and love, and made the bap. 
-tismal prayer, having concluded to haye 
all the preparatory ¢xercises done in the 
zayat. We then proceeded to a large 
pond, in the vicinity, the bank of which 
is graced with an enormous image of 
Guadama, and there administered bap- 
tism to the first Burman‘ convert. 0 
may it prove the beginning of a series of 
baptisms in the Burman Empire, which 
shall continue in an uninterrupted suc: 
cession to the end of time. 

July 4th, Lord’s Day.—We hay- 
had the pleasure of sitting down, for the 
first time, to the Lord’s table, with 2 
converted Burman; and it was my pri- 
vilege—a privilege to which I have beey 
looking forward with desire for many 
years—to administer the Lord’s suppe: 
in two languages. And now let me, in 
haste, close my journal for transmissior 
to the Board. 

WARD'S DESCRIPTION OF THE RE. 
LIGION OF INDIA. 

The following brief but fearful de- 
scription of the religion of India was 
lately given by the Rev. William Ward, 
one of the senior missionarics at Seram 
pore, in an addfess delivered by him ir 
| he has visited ior 
the re-establishment of his health efter 
2 residence in India of nearly twenty 
years.—Christian Odserver. 

“In India, it is universally maii- 
tained— 

“1. That the one God is an insulat- 
ed Being ; that he is separated from all 
created intelligences ; that he has not- 
ing to do with creatures, in which class 
the Creator, the Preserver, and the De- 
stroyer, are placed. Thus the connex- 
ion is destroyed between God and _ his 
creatures. ‘To the One God, not a sit- 
gle prayer is offered; no tribute o! 
praise ascends. 

“2. Taut manis not an accountable 
creature. Believing man to be eutirely 


material, and attributing all action t 
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spirit, they assert that he is the chariot 
aud God the charioteer ; thus exonera- 
ting themselves from all aecountableness. 

“3, That the present state is not a 
state of probation. WW man be nota re- 
sponsible beiag, the wicked cannot be 
exhorted to forsake his way, and the un- 
righteous man his thoughts. ‘lhe Gen- 
too,in accordance with this sentiment, 
sives himself up toe the commission of 
iniquity. 

‘+ These three articles form what may 
pe called their Philosophical Creed. 

‘That which may be denominated 
their Popular Creed maintains— 

“1. That bathiug ina river washes 
away sin. ‘Chus one part of their 
Creed contradicts another ; for the se- 
cond article of their Philosozhical Creed 
implies, that sin is a nonenity. In con- 
formity, however, with this article, mil- 
lions of people repair to the Ganges ev- 
ery morning and evening to wash away 


_ their sins. 


“2. That all sin is consumed and ta- 
Len away by the repetition of the name 
of God. This delusion is embraced by 
the whole population. 

“3. That their created gods are to 
he worshipped. One of these is an tn- 
famous character. He is renowned, for 
licentiousness, and his festivals are a- 
bominable. 

‘4. Another part of the popular re- 
ligion is the worship of the wage of a 
monkey. To him offerings are made 
and prayers are presented, by Brahmins 
appointed for that purpose. 

‘‘ Another branch of their religion 
consists in obscenity and abominations, 
sv detestable as not to be stated toa 
Christian audience. I have been oblig- 
ed to close my window shutters ; and to 
seek for my children, that I might re- 
move them to,a distantapartment. As 
just and cruelty constituted the religion 
of the ancient Greeks and Romans, so it 
isin India. ‘The cruelty of the Gentoo 
religion appears in suspension upon two 
hooks ; in the piercing of the tongue by 
a sharp instrument, and drawing a snake 
through it; in the devotees throwing 
themselves from elevated places upon 
knives; in pilgrims perishing in the hot 
months by the road side ;- and in their 
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throwing themselves, in order to ensure 
future happiness, under the wheels of 
the chariot of Juggernaut. 

“6. ‘To this add, that human sacrifi- 

ces formed a part of the ancient religion 
of the Hindoos ; and that, even now, 
mothers drown their children as an act 
of religion. They lead the child into 
the water, and encourage it to go for- 
ward till it perishes. 
“7. Lhe burning of widows. Our 
God 1s “ the husband of the widow, and 
the father of the fatherless.” By way 
ef trial, the Hindoo widow first burns 
her finger to a cinder: she then bathes 
in the Ganges, walks round the pile, and 
throws herself by the side of her husband. 
She is then tied to him: the son kind- 
les the pile, aud loud vociferations drowa 
her cries. 

“8. The burying of widowe alive. 
The widow sits ina large grave; the 
husband is laid on her knees ; and those 

_who are present trample in the earth.” 





NEW-YORK BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The New York Bible Society, established 
the 4th day of December, 1819, aad the Aux- 
iliary New-York Bible Society, originally 
formed by young: Men of dilferent religious 
denominations, on the 28th day of June, 1813, 
have united their resources and their ener- 
gies into One Society io be called lug New- 
York BiBLe Society, AUXILIARY TO THE ~ 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. - 

Exc: ptihg a Female Bible Society, but one 
Society in the cily will now be recognized as 
Auxiliary to the, American Bible Society ; but 
to this there will be many tributary streams. 
In the formation and patronage of Ward As- 
sociations by 4his Society, for the distribution 
of the word of God, new objects are created, 
and new sources of usefulness opened. These 
Sub-Auxiliaries, of which many are now in 
active operation, serve as important aids, to 
water and tertilize the whole heritage of 
God; they help the great workin which we 
are all engaged, to hasten that Glorious day, 
‘when the knowledge of the Lord shall cey- 
ev the earth as the waters cover the sea.” 

The Directors, in their new_eppointment, 
crave the helping band of their fellow-Chris- 
tians every where to presper the cause to 
which they are devoted. Totnem itis indeed 
a work of pleasure, (hough at times a little ar- 
duous, yet sweetened with the hope of a re- 
ward which passeth understanding, and which 
enables them, in the discharge of their duty, 
to repeat with the prophet, “ Sing, O Heav- 
ens, and be joyful,O Earth! and break forth 
into singing, O Mouwutaipgs! for the Lord bath 
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comforted his people, and will have mercy 
upon his afflicted.” 

We consider this uaion a favourable omen, 
and we have no doubt the operations of the 
Society will be greatly enlarged. If the Aux- 
iliary Associations were to be aided by the 
benevolent Ladies of New. York, and the plan 
pursued of furnishing the poor with Bibles at 
reduced prices, to be paid in weekly or 
monthly subscriptions,a field for labour wou'd 
s00n present itself in that great city, similar to 
the one occupied by the Ladi¢s of Liverpool, 
and the harvest would be equally glorious. 

This plan is sanctioned and recommended 
by the Parent Society, as wil be seen by the 
following 

CIRCULAR. 

The Board of Managers of the American Bi- 
ble Society, having taken into consideration 
ihe expediency of recommending to its Aux- 
iliary Societies the more general adoption of 
the practice of selling the Holy Scriptures at 
cqst or reduced prices, in cases where there 
exists the ability and inclination to purchase, 
have embraced the opinion that such a prac- 
tice would be highly expedient, and they 
therefore recommend the adoption of it to all 
such Societies. 

The Board are far from wishing to discon- 
rage the practice of gratuitous distribution 
where there exists an inability to purchase. 
In ai! such instances, the Holy Scriptures 
ought to be freely given to the appiticant, 
the efforts made to find out such objects, 
that the Sacred Volume may be placed 
in their hands... But where the disposi- 
tion to pay for it, is united with the abili- 
ty, the Bible should always be sold, either 
at the full price, or at a reduced rate, to suit the 
various circumstances of the applicants. It is 
believed that there are many persons who 
would gladiy purchase copies of the Seriptures 
at cosf, or at a reduced rate, who are unable 
to nay the large prices at which they are sold 
by Booksellers ; but who, from an honest fee!- 
ing of independence, or some other motive, 
would be unwilling to ask for or even receive 
it as afree gift. This numerous class of per- 
sons would thus have an oppprtunity of being 
supplied with the Bible, and of participating 
inits consolations, on conditions within their 
reach, and compatible with their feelings. 

It is also believed, that in many cases, the 
Bible would be more highly prized where the 
owners have paid a consideration tor it, how- 
ever small, than where it costs them nothing. 
But the great consideration in favour of the 
practice recommended is, that its general in- 
troduction would increase the efficiency of 
Auxiliary Societies, and enlarge their means 
for aiding the Parent Institution in its more 
general operations. 

Where the practice of gratuitous distribu- 
tion exclusively prevails, it is evident that 
such Societies can bave an efficiency on- 
jy to the amount which they are able an- 
nually to raise among their members» by 
voluntary contributions, and that the extent of 
their annual effors mus*be in a great measure 
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stationary. But were Societies to proceed 
upon the plan recommended, the amount of 
sales would be added to the amount of. the 
coutributions for the disposable fand, to Sitp- 
ply their districts amd aid the Parent Society. 
Thus au Institution, capable of raising within 
itself, from the subscriptions of its members, 
any given annual sum, if itsell Bibles during 
each year to half the amount of its funds, will, 
at the end of the fourth year, have nearly 
doubled its ability to do good, } 

Nor is it to be apprehended that Institutions 
situated in the midst of communities where 
the Bible is in every band, will languish in 
their efforts, and give over the business of aid- 
ing in its mere general distribuiion. A com. 
munity, thus possessing the sacred ireasure, if 
it at all feel the gracious influence of its doc- 
trines, its promises, and its precepts upon their 
hearts, will bless God for the opportunity of 
being instrumental in dispensing to the d’sti- 
tute those blessings and consolations which 
they have drawn from it themselves. The 
spirtt which the Bibie, by the blessing of its 
Divine Author, is the means of infusing into 
the soul of man, is aot a selfish spirit. The 
true Cirisiian is not satisfied 'o possess the un- 
searchable riches for himselfaloge He longs 
to impart it to others also. Knowing that, as 
with his beneficent master, so with himself, 
giving does not impoverish, nor withholding 
make him rich; he will not rest contented 
until'all his fellow-sinners have communion 
with him in his joys, and are comforted with 
the same consolations wherewith he himself 
is comforted of God. Thus he will see and 
feel that there can be no lawful end to his exer- 
tions, until all countries,‘ wureruer Curis- 
T1A8, MAHoMEDAN, OR PaGan,” are possessed 
of the word of eternal life, and the whole 
world filled with the knowledge of his Gra- 
cious Repreemer. 

The experience of Societies who have con- 
ducted their operations upon the priuciples 
above recommended, has shown their policy 
to be well founded. It has long siuce receiv- 
ed the approbation of the wise conductors of 
the Brilish and Foreign Bible Society ; aud the 
fact that its Auxiliaries act upon this principle, 
may in part, explain the cause of the stupend- 
ous growth of that magnificent iustitution. 

Among those Societies, the practice of sell- 
ing the Scriptures, very generally, if not uni- 
versally, prevails ; aud in more instances than 
one, they have borne public testimony, * that 
it has been found that the system of selling the 
Scriptures to the poor, according to their re- 
spective abilities, has a very decided advan- 
tage over gratuitous distribution ” 

The Plan of inviting the poor to become 
subscribers for Bibles, by the payment of a 
shilling, a sixpence, or even a penny a week, 
until these contributions amount to the price 
of a Bible, has been introduced and practised 
with very great success. The Liverpool La- 
dies’ Branch Bible Society, established on the 
ist of January 1518, numbered on the 30th of 
March 1819, 340 districts, had 4140 free con- 
tributers, end 8417 subscribers for Bibles. It 
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had distributed 4124 Bibles and Testaments, 
of which 2549 were paid for at cost. The 
amount received into its treasury during that 

riod, was no Jess than three thousand and 
yinety-six pounds sterling, upwards of thir- 
teen thousand seveu hundred dollars, 

It has been found in the history of such as- 
sociations, that comparatively few, of those 
who commenced as subseribers for Bibles, 

have, alter receiving them, discontinued their 

«yghse riptions. 

If the females of our cities, towns, and vil- 
ages, were to undertake a work like this, 
which requires a great deal of condescension, 
patience, and perseverance ; qualities in 
whieh that.sex is pre-eminent, they would 
prove Ausiliaries of inestimable value to the 
Societies conducted by the other sex; and 
mi cht it not be hoped that some of the cities of 
our land would ere long possess within their 
bosoms, Female Associations, which would 
prove as muc h their ornainent and honour, as 
he Ladi es’ Society of Liverpool is oi that 


“By order of the Board, 
Matrroew CLaR Ksow, Vice } Pres't. 
James Mitnor, See’y tor Domes- 
tic Correspondence. 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION. 
MILBURY, MASS. 
From the Recorder. 


Mr. Willis.—In compliance with my 

ecent engagement, I pa you for pub- 
li ication in your excelleut paper, the fol- 
lowing ac count of the great things which 
God has done for us in this town.— 
Though I have nothing distinguishing to 
relate, yet, as all the works of God, are 
honorable and glorious, and the making 
of them known tends to his honor, and 
refreshes the hearts of the friends of Zi- 
on, | am willing to declare the works of 
divine power and love, which our glori- 
ous Redeemer has wrought, and is still 
working, for the advaucement of his 
cause in this place. 

It is now more than tw enty- -five years 
since I was stationed in this place to 
preach the unsearchable riches of Christ, 
and labour in his cause ; and, through 
the blessing of God, Ihave reason te be- 
lieve, that my labours have not been 
wholly in vain ia ihe Lord. We trust 
that God has been repeatedly among us, 
by his Holy Spirit, and brought many 
souls to a saving knowledge of his truth 
and ways. We now witness a third 
season, when it hath pleased the exalted 
Head of the church to exhibit fresh proof 
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of his having received the promise of the 
Father, by shedding down the intluence 
of his Spirit, and granting us a time of 
refreshing from his presence. And what 
is, perhaps, worthy of notice, though 
not otherwise to be accounted for, these 
that it so seemed good in the sight of the 
lather, justécn . ars have elapsed be- 
tween each period of special revival, 
In the year 18060, this people were for 
the firsttime, for nearly sixty years then 
past, graciously visited with a season of 
special divine influences, when sity 
names were added to the professing peo- 

ple « tGod. he ariy ail these continued 
to adorn their Christian profi — and 
some of them in an eminent devree. In 
the year 1810, the Spirit of all grace re- 

turned in his renewing and sauctit ying 
power, and about the same number more 
protessed subjection to the King of Zion; 
and those who remain appear still to 
bring forth fruit to his glory. 
vivals were characterized by solermnity 
and stillness ; and, at times, with sucia 
powerful impressions, as to Gverawe ev- 


These re- 


ery mind, and to shake almost every 
heart. 
Since the year 1810, the power of re- 


ligion appeared pradually to have de- 
clined, though the public forms of it 
have been well and regularly attended. 
Professors seemed, in a great measure, 
to have lost their first love, and of con- 
sequence, slothiulness, indillerence and 
niquity propertionably abounded. <A 
few, however, felt and deeply lamented 
the declensions of the times, and were 
fervent and persevering in prayer, that 
God would again appear in his glory, 
and build up ‘ion among us. Fer two 
or three years past Christians have been 
accustomed to meet statedly in private 
circles for prayer ; : and the montlily con- 
cert began to be attended w ith increased 
interest. Thus matterscontinued, with- 
out any visible tokens for good, watil a- 
bout the first of September last, when an 
unusual seriousness commenced in a 
small neighbourhood jn the town. <A 
few young people began to be seriously 
impressed with a sense of their sinful- 
ness and danger, and began in earnest to 
seek the salvation of their souls. This 
attracted public attention: and very 
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soon it was found, that in almost every 


part of the town there were some who 
were awakened ; and, with considerable 
anxiety, began to inquire what they 
should doto be saved. ‘The Lora had 
been long preparing rhis own way, aad 
at that period it became mauitest that 
he had indeed come antag us. Chris- 
tians in general then began to awake 
from their slumbers, aiid to prepare to 
meet the Bridegroom, whose presence 
and power began to be more sensibly re- 

alized. Several of the leading members 
of the church, in a more priv ate manner, 
seriously reviewed their covenant obli- 
gations, and devoutly pledged them- 
selves to each other, that they would be 
more faithful and zealous in the cause of 
their great Lord and Master. At their 
suggestion the church as a_ body, so- 
lemnly and publicly renewed their cove- 

nant, and took a stand extremely aeree- 
able in the eyes of those who preferred 
Jerusalem to theirchiefjoy. This took 
place late in the autumn, and it is believ® 
ed has been ‘followed with the most de- 

sirable consequences. 

During the whole autumn, and even 
to the present time, the good work has 
been gradually progressing. Meetings 
for prayer and religious conference have 
been numerous and well attended : and 
sometimes eventhronged. <A very ge- 
neral solemnity appears on the minds of 
the people, though, unhappily, there are 
too many who stil! discover a spirit of 
indifference. The public examination 
of candidates for church comimunion has 
been attended with great interest; and 
it is thought the good work has been 
somewhat promoted by this means. On 
the first Sabbath in January last, twenty 
Jour persons, from fourteen to fifty-se- 
ven years of age, were admitted to the 
fellowship of the church; and thirteen 
of them were baptized. These twe nty- 
four, with one admitted on a previous 
Sabbath, are all who have, as yet, pub- 
licly professed their faith in, and sub- 
jection to our divine Redeemer. There 
are several more who entertain a hope, 
that they have passed from death unto 
life ; and very recently there are others 
who have been awakened to a desirable 
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solicitude 
State. 

This work of the Lord, as we joyful. 

ly call it, has been slow and silent in its 
progress ; and in this respect somewhat 
difierent from what we had experienced 
in former years. It has resembled the 
still small voice rather than the whirl. 
wind or earthquake. ‘The Spirit has 
come down like the dew, rather than 
like the rain upon the tender grass. At 
no time has it been possible to ascertain 
the precise state of things among us, 
A. stranger would hardly suspect ay 
thing uncommonly favourable in our re 
ligiot us state ; but we trust the work is 
not less genuine than if it were attended 
with more distinguished efiects. Though 
we believe the moral change, wrought 
mi the heart by the Spirit of God, is in- 
Stantaneous ; yet they who express a 
hope of being the subjects of a saving 
change, appear, for the most part, to 
-have been brought gradually to an un- 
conditional surrender of themselves to 
God. ‘They have been convinced of the 
finished depravity of their hearts—of 
their native enmity to God—of their need 
of a spiritual renovation—of an infinite 
atonement—and of an Almighty Re- 
deemer to deliver them from sin, and 
from wrath. That there is seme chaff 
mingled with the wheat is not to be 
doubted. Time will show what is ip 
their hearts. By their fruitsthey will 
be known. 

For nearly the whole of this season of 
refreshing, it hath pleased a sovereign 
God, for reasons wu: iquestionably wise 
and holy, to take me off, by ill health, 
very mack from my customary lalicurs. 
But my place has been well supplied by 
others, and the means which God has 
blessed for the promotion of his cause in 
this place, have been the preaching of 
the word amd prayer, united with pri- 
vate conversation and public conferenc- 
es. These latter have been peculiarly 
favoured of God, and having so largely 
experienced their benefit, we cannot 
conceive how the friends of the Redeem- 
er and of his cause, should spexk evil of 
or neglect them. 

If there be any thing in this account, 
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which may subserve the interests of pi- 
ety, comfort the hearts or awaken the 
geal of Christians in the cause of salva- 
tion, let the ‘m ascribe all the glory to 
God to whom it is unquestionably due. 
Aad while they give thanks to the infi- 
nite source of all blessings, we solicit a 
remembrance in their prayers, th it God 
would still carry on his own work glori- 
ol sly —multiply the triumphs of his 
grace amoug us—revive his work in 
every place and every heart, and fill the 
whole earth with the knowledge of his 
clory. Yours, &c. » 

iw JosePn Gorrer. 
Milbury, February 4, 1820 





REVIVA! IN CUMBERLAND AND ALLE 
GHANY CO. MARYLAND. 
Communicated for the Rel. Remembrancer. 


Mr. Scorr—Having witnessed the 
bb yr mnt which result from the read- 

1¢ of accounts of revivals of religion, I 
am induced to inform you of one which 
has taken place among the people of my 
charge. {ff you think proper, you may 
publish it in ‘the Remembrancer. 

When we compare the state of this 
Congregation five or six years ago, with 
its present prospects, our hearts overflow 
with gratitude towards the Great Shep- 
herd and Bishop of our souls. The 
number of communicants had been de- 
creasing from year to year, until in 1816, 
no more than five appeared at the Lord’s 

table. ‘Towards the close of this year 
the pastor of the Congregation was re- 
moved by- death. ‘lhe congregation 
continued vacant till September, 1818, 
when I took charge of it, having chant 
three months previously received and 
accepted a call. 


During the fall of 1816 four heads of 


families began to feel uneasiness of mind 
on accovnt of their sins; they were 
deeply convicted nearly about the same 
time, and went mourning for better than 
six months before they opened their 
hearts to any one. At last, however, 
they went separately to a worthy mem- 
ber of the congregation, who had for- 
merly been elected a Warden of the 
Church, and who at this time seemed to 
stand alone, endeavouring to collect the 
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scattered members of the flock. Great 
was his joy, when he found, that four of 
those who had been his companions in 
sin, had experienced the awakening 
power of the Iloly Spirit, and were now 
likely to engage with him in the cause 
of Christ, to whom he directed them. 
Great was the surprise of those who 
were the subjects of awakening, when 
the y found that they were not alone, 
but that others, of whom the ‘y did not ex- 
pect it, had been influenced in a similar 
way. ‘They had formerly profaned the 
name of God; but they now joined to- 
gether in celebrating his praises. They 
commenced prayer meetings on Wed- 
nesday and Sunday evenings; but like 
the poor fishermen of old, they were 
persecuted, despised and ridiculed.— 
They however professed a hope of a 
saving interest in Christ, and therefore 
seemed willing to take up their daily 
cross, and follow him through good and 
evil report. They had formerly neg- 
lected the worship of God in their fami- 
lies, but now they offer morning and 
evening sacrifices on their family altars, 
through Christ our great High Priest. 
In this way IT found them engaged, 
when I came here in September, 1318, 
to take charge of the Congregation in. _ 
town, together with some small Congre- 
gations at some distance from town. In 
the country the German language is 
mostly used in our worshipping assem- 
blies. However, the old members in 
town being few, and the rising genera- 
tion not being sufficiently acquainted with 
the German, it became necessary for me, 
to address them in English oce asionally, 
Having never attempted the like, but 
three or four times, before | came to 
this place, I was in a great measure de- 
ficient, and therefore not likely to make 
a grea’ stir among the people. Winter 
drawing near, it became necessary to do 
some repairs to the shell of an old meet- 
ing house, which had been erected about 
twenty years ago. It was nearly as 
open as a barn, and therefore not sit for a 
place of worship during the winter sea- 
son, wiless repaired. Most of us thought, 
that we would have great reason to be 
thanktul, if we could see the lower seats 
in the meeting house filled, and that 
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there world be no need for the galleries 
these many years to come. According- 
ly the gallaries were covered with 
boards ; the place where we met resem- 
bled aroom, and this oftentimes but thin- 
ly peopled. Our prayer meetings con- 
tinued nearly in the same state, as | 
found them inthe beginning. ‘The num- 
ber that attended was but small ; eight or 
nine were the most; sometimes no more 
than three or four. But still we contin- 
ued to pray for the prosperity of ‘Aion. 
Shortly after my arrival here, [ had 
giv en an inv itation to the young people 
in particular, to meet me from time to 
time, to converse on religious subjects, 
and to receive catechetical instruction. 
The number was but small in the bezin- 
ning, but increased gradually, vatil as 
many as forty attended. Atier labour- 
ing fora considerable time among them, 
I could not yet perceive that any were 
seriously impressed, or knew a thing 
about experimental religio: y hands 
began to hang heavy; | ai tom the 
Lord to begin a good work among them, 
and tocarry it on. ‘Tbe second Thurs- 
day in June, 1819, it pleased the Lord 
to pour out his Spirit upon some of the m. 
The reading of some accounts of 
scious revivals, seemed to make tana 
impressions on many present. It was 
a day long to be re membered with grat- 
itude and 4 praise. From this time, the 
ost of my catechumens paid the great- 
est attention to religious instruction ; and 
the awakening became more general a- 
mong them. ‘Thirty-seven made pub- 
lic profession of religion, and were 
admitted to the Lord’s table on the 
first Sabbath in July. In the morniag, 
when the hand of brotherly fellowship 
and love was given unto them, I deliv- 
ered a discourse from Luke vill. 4—L5. 
No one present appeared to be wholly 
indifferent; many allowed they had 
never witnessed a more affecting scene. 
The Lord was indeed with us. From 
this time the congregation began to 
wear quite a diflerent aspect. Our 
prayer meetings became crowded and 
solemn. ‘The young men who had been 


idmitted as members, formed a praying 
society among themselves, 
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to meet on 
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Saturday evenings at my dwelling. The 
first Monday evening in every month 
was set apart for a juvenile prayer 
meeting, where ail the young inhabitants 
of the town, who have ¢ a desire, are in- 
vited to attend. A Sabbath School So- 
ciety of nearly one hundred member 
alk a Tract Bie iety among the young 
have been formed. The number of 
scholars attending the School is froma 
handred and thirty to a hundred and for- 
ty. A l: uly, lately from Philade Iphia, 
has been chiet ly instrumental in erect- 
ing the Sabbath School and Tract So- 
cleties. Our gméeting house has been 
finished inside, but on sacramental oc- 
casions is not large enough to hold aif 
the people. 

The revival has continued and ins 
creased since the second hursday in 
June. On the second of this month 
twenty-four new members were added 
to the Church, from fifteen to twenty 
have since expressed their desire to be 
acknitted; several seem under serious 
inpressions, but not yet willing to yield. 

[ft is remarkable, that the arrows of 
the Almighty were aimed at some of 
the most wicked characters in this neigh- 
bourhood. ‘They now rejoice that the 
Lord has snatched them as brands from 
the burning. To mention one particu- 
lar instance. One who had been guilty 
of habitual intoxication, and of whom 
there seemed n» more hopes of a reform- 
aiion,, was laid on a bed of sickness, 
where he was brought to see the dan- 
gerous situation of his soul. He deter- 
mined by the help of God to leave off 
his bad ways. When some undertook 
to say that it would kill him to quit 
drinking whiskey, he replied, If 1 con- 
tinue to live as 1 ‘have done, [ am cer- 
tain I must die soon, and go to hell; if I 
leave off getting drunk, I] can no more 
than die: and then there may be some 
hope of my soul’s finding mercy for 
Christ’s sake. 1 will therefore quit 
drinking whiskey; should it even kill 
me I will taste it no more. Sevea 
months have elapsed since he formed 
this resolution ; and he assures us, that 
it is stronger now than ever. He enter- 
tains a hope that he has passed from 
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cath to life. His companions received 

remarkable hisesing from the Lord 
hout four or five week $ ago, al a prayer 
ecting, Which was held at his house. 

It is very affecting to hear a son pray 
pr his aged parents ; or as it happened 
»y Saturday last, to heara younger broth- 
r imploring the mere y of God for him- 
if, and his oldest brother, who seems 
ot yet willing to yield, though he was 
resent at the meeting, and kneeling 
Jong side of his younger brother. 

jut not desiring to be tedious, let it 
afice to say, that the change among 
he old and young has been great and 
isible. Grant, O Lord, grant that we 

Bay be steadfast, unmoveable , always 
-bounding in the work, of the Lord.— 
Add unto ‘thy church daly such as shall 
besaved. Not unto us, O Lord, but un- 
to thee be all glory, for the increase of 
the Christian Church. It is by thy 
erace that we are what we are, aid all 
praise and glory belongs to thee ! Amen. 

F. Heyer, 
Member of the Lutheran Synod of 
Pennsylvania and Maryland. 





Extract of a letier to the Editor, front 
a Correspondent in Ohio. 

The Lord has been pleased of late to 
pour out his Holy Spirit in a remarka- 
ble manner, ia the townships of West- 
field and Bazetta, Trumbull Co. Ohio. 
Out of about 15 families in one neigh- 
hourhood, 29 persons have been pro- 
pounded for admission into the Church 
in Westfield, and it is hoped some oth- 
ers have passed from death unto life. 
You wil probably soon receive a more 
varticular acceunt of this Revival. 


———a? 


CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE, 


Of Ree. ANprew ForLer. Written by 
himself, in Letters to Dr. Stewart of 
Edinburgh. Extracted from Ry- 
land’s Life of Fuller. 

(Concluded from p. 624.) 


LerrerR I]. 

My dear Friend,—! embrace the 
earliest opportunity ‘of concluding the 
narrative which [I began at your re- 
guest. By the close of my last, you 
vould perceive, that at near sixteen 
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years of age, I was notwithstandi ling 
various Convictions and transient al- 
fections, pressing on in a lamentable 
career of wickedness. But, about the 
autumn of L769, my consictions revis- 
ited me, and brought on such a con- 
cern about my everlasiing welfare, as 
issued, [ trust, in real conversion. 

It was my comm: " practice, after 
the business of the day was over, to 
get into bad company in the evening, 
and, when there, | indelged in sin 
without restraint. But, after persist- 
ing in this course for some itme, I bes 
gan to be, very uneasy, particular y in 
tue morning, when | first awoke. [twas 
almust as common for me to be seized 
with keen remorse at this hour, as it 
was to go into vain company in the 
evening At first, I began to make 
vows of reformation ; and this, for the 
moment, would offord a finle ease: 
but, as the temptations returne!, my 
vows were of no’ account. It was an 
enlightened conscience only that was 

on the side of God: my heart was still 
averse to every th ng ‘that was Spirit- 
val or holy. For several weeks, I 
went on in this way; vowing and 
breaking my vows, re fise: ing on my- 
se'f or my evikeonduet, and vet con- 
unsally repeating it. 

ft was not now, however, as hereto- 
fore: my convictions followed we up 
close'y. 1 could not, as former!y, far 
get these things, and was le Hore a 
poor miserable creature; like a Steak 
ard, who carouses in the evening, but 
mopes about the next day like” one 
halt dead. 

One morning, I think in Novem- 
ber, 1766, I walked out by mys I, 
with an unusual load of guiit upou a 4 
couscience. The remembrance of my 
sin, not only on the past evening, but 
for along time back, the breach of 
my vows, and the shocking termina- 
tion of my former hones and affections, 
all unitung together, lormed a buident 
which I knew not how to bear. The 
reproaches of a guilty conscience; 
seemed like the gnawive worm of hell: 
I thought, ‘Surety that must be an 
earnest of hell itself!’ The fire and 
brimstone of the a pit seen- 
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ed to burn within my bosom. 1 do 
not write in the language of exaggera- 
tion. T now know that tie sense 
which I then had of the evil of sin and 
the wrath of God, was very far short of 
the truth; but yet it seemed more 
than I was able to sustain. In reflect- 
ing upon my broken vows, I saw that 
there was no truth in me. IT saw that 
God would be perfectly just in sending 
me to hell, and that to hell I must go, 
unless T were saved of mere grace, and 
as it were in spite of myself I felt, 
that if God was to forgive me a!l. my 
ast sius, I should again destroy my 
soul, and that, in less than a day’s 
time. I never before knew what it 
was to feel myself an odious lest. sin- 
ner, standing in need of both pardon 
and purification. Yet, though I need 
ed these blessings, it seemed presimp 
tion to hope for them, after what I hat 
done. I was absolutely helpless, and 
seemed to have nothing about me that 
-ought to excite the pity of God, or 
that i could reasonaby expect should 
do so; but every thing disgustiug to 
him, aud provoking to the eyes of 
hisglory. ‘Whathave!l done? What 
— ido? These were my inquiries, 
perhaps ten tumes over. Indeed, | 
knew not what to do! I durst not 
promise amendment; for I saw such 
promises were self deception. To 
hope for forgiveness in the course that 
1 was in, was the height of presump- 
tion; and to think of Christ, after hav- 
ing so basely abused his grace, seem- 
2d too much. So I hed no refuge. 
At one moment I thought of giving my- 
self up to despair. ‘I may (said I 
within myself) even return, and take 
my fill of sin; [can but belost? This 
thought made me shudder at myself. 
My heartrevolted. ‘What! (thought 
1) give up Christ, and hope, and heav- 
en!’ Those lines of Ralph Erskine’s 
then occurred to my mind— 
‘ But say, if all the gusts 
And grains of love be speni, 
Say, Farewe! Christ, and welcome lusts— 
Stop, stop: I melt, I faint!’ 
{ could not bear the theught of plung- 
ing myself into endless ruin. 
It is difficult, at this distance of 
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time, to reccot!lect with precision the 
minute workings of my mind ; but, as 
near as | can remember, | wal like » 
man drowning, looking every way fo; 
help, or rather, catching for something 
by which he might save his life. lui 
ed to fiud whether there were any 
hope in the divine mercy, any in tne 
Saviour of sinners; but felt repulsed 
by the thought of mercy having been 
so bas ly ab sed already. In this 
state of mind, as | was moving s'owly 
on. 1 thought ‘wf the reso! tion of Sob, 
‘ Though he slay me, ye! wiil | trust 
in him.’ I paused, and repeated tie 
word's overand over. Each repetition 
seemed to kindle a cay of hope, mixed 
witha determination, if I might, to 
cas' my perishing soul upen the Loid 
Jesus Christ for salvation, to be both 
pardoned and purified ; for I feit tha: 
Lt needed the une as much as the other 

I was not then aware that any poor 
sinner had a warrant to believe in 


Christ for the salvation of his son}: 


but supposed there musi be some kind 
of qualification to entitle him to do it; 
yet [ was aware that | h d no qualifi- 
cations. Ona review of my resolu- 
tion at that time, it seems to resemble 
thatof Esther, who went into the king’s 
presence, contrary to law, and at the 
haza dof her life. Like her, ! seem- 
ed reduced to extremities, impelled by 
dire necessity, to run ail hazards, 
even though I should perish im the at. 
tempt. Yetit was noi alogether from 
a dread of wrath that I fled to this ref 
uge; for I well remember, that I fel: 
something attracting in the Saviour. ¢! 
must—I will—yes—I will trust my 
sinful, lost soul in his hands—I#t I per. 
ish, I perish !? However it was, ! wa: 
dete: mined to cast myself upon Christ, 
thinking, peradventure, he would save 
my soul; and if not. 1 could but be 
lost. In this way I continued above 
an hour, weeping and supplicating 
mercy for the Saviour’s sake; (my 
soul hath it still in remembrance, and 
is humbled in me) and as the eye of ihe 
mind was more and more fixed upon 
him, my gu:!t and fears were gradua!- 
ly and insensibly remaved. 

I now found rest for my troubled 
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soul; and IT reckon, that Is! ould have 
found it sooner, if [had not entertain 

ed the notion of my having no war 

rant to come to Christ without some 
previous q alification. This notion 
was a bar that kept me back fora 
time; though, through divine draw- 
ings, | was enabled tooverleap it As 
near as I can remember, in the early 

art of these exercises, when I sub 

sc ibed to the justice of God in my 
cond-mn»tion, and thought of the Sa- 
viour of sinners, | had then relinquish 

ed every false confidence, believed my 
help to be only in him, and approved 
of salvation by grace alone, througlr 
his death; and :f at that time I had 
known that any poor si mer might 
warrantably have trusted in him for 
salvation, I believe L should have done 
so, and have found rest to my soul 
svoner thar Fdid. I mention this, be- 
cause it may he the case with others, 
who may be kept in darkness and de- 
spondency, by errone us views of the 
gospel, much longer than [ was. 

I thir k also, I did repent of my sin 
in the early part of these exercises, 
and before I the ght that Christ would 
accept and save my soul I conceive, 
that justifying God in my condema- 
tion, and approving the way of salva- 
tion by Jesus Christ, necessarily inclu. 
ded it; but yet 1 did not think at the 
time, that this «as repentance or any 
thing truly good. Indeed, I thought 
nething about the exercises of my own 
nriud, but merely of my guilty and lost 
condition, and whether ‘here were any 
hope of escape for me. But, having 
found rest for my soul in the cross of 
Christ, | was now conscious of my be- 
ing the subjec! of repentance, faith and 
Jove. When I thought of my past 
life, | abhorred myself, and repenced 
as in dust and ashes; and when 1 
thought of the gospel “ay of salvation, 
I drank it in as cold water as imbibed 
by a thirsty soul. My heart felt one 
with Christ, and dead to every other 
object around me. I had thought I 
had found the joys of salvation here'o- 
fore; but now I knéw I had found 
them, and was conscious that I had 
passed from death unto life, Yet, 
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even now my mind was not so engag- 
ed in reflecting upon my own teclings, 
as upon the objects which occasioned 
them 

From this time, my former wicked 
cours’s were forsaken. { ha‘! no man- 
ner of desire afier them. They lost 
their influence upon me. To those 
evils, a grance at which before would 
have set mv passions in a flame, Duow 
felt no inclination. My soul (said I, 
with joy and triumph,) is as a weaned 
child!’ I now kuew, experimentally, 
what it was'to be dead to the world by 
the cross of Christ, and to feel a: ha- 
bitua! determina.ion to devote my fu- 
ture life to God my Saviour 

From this time, I considered the 
vows of God as uponme = Bat, ah! 7 
have great reason for shame and bittcr 
reflection, on reviewing the manver in 
which they have beenf filled. Nev- 
ertheless, by the help of God, I contin- 
ue in his service tothis day ; and dai- 
ly live in hopes of ete: nal tife, through 
Jesus Christ, my Lord and only Say- 
jour. 

I am affectionately yours, A. F.” 

LETTER III. 
Jan. 8, 1815. 

My dear Friend,—Iu_ recoliecting 
the early «xerc'ses of my m nd, I see 
a great difference between respect and 
love Inever knew the time when fF 
did notrespect good men; but I did 
not love them for Christ’. sake. There 
was one poor van, in part cilar, whe 


used to travel about turee miles on & 


Lord’sday morning, to worship, and, 
as I often attended ai the ssn’ pace, 
1 was frequently very eager io get his 
company I have run miles, to over- 
take him, ‘hough when l was wich him 
I had nothing tosay. Jn the au’ mn 
of 1769: he became my fatiier’s Urash- 
er; and I was delighted on account of 
it, though I scarcely knew for what 
reason. It was i the Nosember of 
this year, that the thi gs related in my 
last letter occurred. My mind was 
now at restin Christ; yet 1 had nev- 
er spoken to any one on the subject, 
nor did I think of doug so for the pres- 
ent. But whether the thrashe per- 
ceived some alieration in me, as. went 
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keep out of the 
nod Ll w: 


difficulty, 


copie of 
inset every evening for youthful exer- 


the wake or feast; 
hept 
times very ensnaring to my mind. 


wel igi suring 
Christian friends, 


fivered from those menta! 
Yions in folly, which had given me so 


of 
freshing from the 


035 


about my business, 
know not, he ta'ked to me rather free 
iv, and | told bi all my heart. 


me, a 
meetings, and { engaged with them in 
prayer, and other religious exercises. 


it was in this accidental way, and not 


from iy own intention, that f became 
known among serious people. But 
having ope ned my mind to the thrash- 
er, L often visited him in the barn; 
aud, because [ hindered bim in his 
work, | made it up, by thrashing for 
him, sometimes for au hour or twe to- 
gether. 

From the month of Novemper, 
1769, Lhad entirely broken off all my 
ungodly connections aud Courses; yet, 
being a boy under sixteen, I found at 
umes, boyish inclinations, aud strong 
struggles of mine respecting youthful 
follies. Ai Shrovetide, in particular, 
when the young men met together, 
and practised various athletic exerci- 
ses, their shouts, which were within 
hearing, would throw me into agita- 
tions which readered me very unhap- 
py. But my good friend the thrasher, 
warned me tenderly and solemnly, to 
way of temptation 3 
is enabled, though with some 
to follow his counsel. As 


the spring of L770 came on, the 5 eung 


the town, as usual, would 
tT his Was eSpec ia} ly the case at 
and thoug! ilalways 
sta! ce, yet T found such 


To 


‘ises, 


ata di 


avoid this, [began a practice, which I 


ontinued with great peace and com 

ort for seseral years. Whenever a 
vast or holiday occurred, tmstead of 
itimz at home by mysell, I went toa 
village, to visit seme 
and ie:urned when 
By this siep, I] was de 

partictpa- 


li was over. 


rich uneasiness. ‘Thus the seasons 
temptation became to me times of 
presence of the 
oid, 

fu Macch, 1770, I witnessed the 


Obituary of Mrs. Sarah Swezy. 


After 
this, other Christians conversed with 
nd invited me to thew prayer- 


[Mare 


ca 


how it was, I baptizing of two young persons, Chay. 


ing never seen that ordinance adi’ 
istered before,) and was considera) 
affected by what [ saw 


wept like a child, on the occasion, 
The words of the Psalmist, (Psa. exi, 


10) *A good understanding have a' 
they that do his commandments,’ lef 


a de ‘p and abiding impression on iny 


mind, T was fully persuaded, that this 


was the primitive way of baptizing, 
and that every Christian was bound to 


attend to this mstitution of our blessed 
this, | 
was baptized myself, and joined the 
¢hurch at Soham, being then turned of 


Lord. Abouta month after 


sixteen vears of age.” 


The summer of "17 70 was a time of 


I loved my 
pasior, and all my brethren in the 


great religious pleasure. 


church; and they expressed great al: 
fection towards me in return. 


light. My life now resembled the de- 
scription given by Dr. Watts: 


‘The day glides swiftly o’er their heads; 
Made up ot innocence and love ; 


And sott and silent as the shades, 
Lheir nightly minutes gently move.’ 


lam, &c. ALF, 


OBLTUARY. 
MRS. SARAH SWEZEY. 
Communicated. 


Died, on the 26th day of December last, in 
the 67th year of her age, Mrs. Saran Swezey, 
late consort of Déac on Daniel Swezey, oi 
Russia, N.¥. Inthe death of Mrs. Swe ‘Zey, 
her bereaved consort, her family connexions, 
her acquaintances generally ; but espec ially 
the Church of Christ, have sustained a very 
great loss. For more than forty years slie 
had been a humble devoted follower of the 
Lamb. Soon alter her hopeful conversion, 
she uvited with ajCongregational Church on 
Long Istand, and from thence removed her 
relation to a Church of the same order in Nors 
way, Herkimer County, of which Charch she 
was a member until she died. Fora number 
ot years previous to her death she was pe- 
culiarly favoured with the divine presence 
She evinced, by her daily deportment, the 
happy influence of that religion which she 
protessed; and manilested, by her devout at- 
tention to the pablic worship and ordinances 
of God’s House, that she “ preferred Jerusa- 


1 $20. 


and heard. 
The solemn immersion of a person oy 
a profession of faith in Chirist, cay. 
ried such conviction with it; that | 


I es- 
feemed the righteous as the excellent 
of the earth, in whom was all my de- 
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tem above her chief joy.” Though ber place 
of residence Was in Russia, about four miles 
from the stated place of worship in Norway, 
where she belonged, her seat in the house 
of worship was rarely vacant on the Sabbath, 
unless ciréunmstances absolutely forbade her 
attendance. Previously to the late revival 
in Norway, she had repeatedly expressed 
avery great anxiety to see the church arise 
before she left the world ; and as the two last 
lines of the 128th Psalm were expressive of 
her feelings upon this subject, she was heard 
frequently to repeat them. 
‘Shall see the sinking Church arise, 
Then leave the world in peace.” 
She was remarkably attentive to the concerns 
of ber family ; but esteemed those seasons the 
most precious Which were spent in devotional 
exercises. The Bible was to her a precious 
hook Opportunities for searching the Serip- 
tures were by her deemed more desirable than 
her necessary food. Often during the night 
watches, was she delightfully employed in 
jurning over the sacred pages; and often did 
she express to her friends the satisfaction and 
joy she derived from the perusal of them, Dur- 
iny a state of health and prosperity, she mani- 
fested a grateful sense of her dependence and 
her obligations; and in her general deport- 
nent, she manifested a strict regard to thie 
Apostolic injunction, “ Be ye stediast,unmove- 
alJe, always abounding in the work o° the 
Lord” Wer bumble reliance on the merits of 
her Saviour—her patience and submission in 
atime of affliction and distress-—-her unshaken 
confidence in the covenant faithfulness of 
God, and ber strong consolation in view of 
her approaching dissolution, may be discov- 
ercd by the following vrtei sketch oi her exer- 
vises during her last lness. Alter expressing 
a strong confidence in God, a willingness to 
lay ber body in the dust, and a ful! belief that 
ji would be raised at the general resurrection, 
the following were her answers to some gen- 
eral questions. aud ber expressions, but a sliort 
time be‘ore dz Being asked how sin 
appeared tu her now: she replied, “ exceeding- 
ly sinful! O, it appears dreadful odious! It is 
a dreadful! thing to sin against such a Holy 
God.’ Being asked whether God appeared 
vlorious as a Sovereign in esecuting his whole 
pledsure ? She replied, “ U yes! more aud more 
so; he is altogether giurtous. I rejoice that his 
“ounsel will stand, and that he wili do all his 
pleasure. If God be for me, who can be 
aghinst me?” Being asked how Christ ay pear- 
edto her now? she replied,“ O he isa pre- 
cious Saviour to ali that believe in him. He 
is the wav, the truth aud the life. J believe 
that he is a whole Saviour, I believe thot he 
will see of the travail of his soul, aud be satis. 
fied. Imay well be willingtudie  Thet dear 
Saviour has softened the crave [lament that 
] have done no more to promote kis glory in 
the world. Perhaps | shall do something iu 
iy sickness-and death. O how woudertal ib 
is that I should experience such couwlort iu at- 
fiction. Trust ig the Lord, Tract in the Lord.” 


Sue Gi 
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‘Wait on the Lord ye trembling saints, 
And keep your courage up ; 
He'll raise your spirit when it faints, 
And far exceed your hope?” 

Being asked whether she now felt firmly es- 
tablished in those doctrines which she had pro- 
fessed to believe in, for more than forty years ? 
she replied, ‘* Yes (do, L feel firm, | teel that 
they will stand in the day of judgment.” 
ln answer to the question whether she now 
thought she had ever endured too many affllix 
tions, she replied, * O no! I try sometimes to 
enumerate my mercies—I can't enumerate 
them. My sufferings are nothing when com- 
pared to those of the Son of God. There is 
some witigation of my pain. O, it is worth 
ten thousands worlds like this, to enjoy what I 
do in this sickness.” Speaking of the delight- 
ful seasons she had enjoyed in the house of 
worship, and the importance of attending to 
all the means of grace, she exclaimed, “O 
what comfortable seasons | have epjoyed in 
hearing his Gospel preached—O how precious 
have they been to my soul. Ihave been de- 
termined for a number of years to improve all 
the means of grace. Lam gladofit. ‘Il love 
ty God, Tlove his wars, and must obey his 
will’ ” The physician coming in about this 
time, she said to him, “O Doctor, | have a 
great deal of comfort in my affliction. I would 
not give the hope I have, for thousands of 
worlds Jike this. Death (says she) does not 
uppear to me tu be the King of terrors” Be- 
jug asked whether she would choose to live 
here always, she replied,* Ono' I would not 
live here alway. 1 thought all day J was go- 
ing home to be with Christ. Ll want to have 
my grave clothes on. ‘When God sees fit to 
take me home I shall have the better of you 
all. O how true God is to his promises. 
‘They never fail. ‘lhere ts no want to them 
that put their trust in bim. They need not 
fear, | have found him a God that will fulfil 
his promises. Ii is safe trusting in God. He 
is the same yesterday, to-day’ and tor ever.’ 
In answer to the question whether it was any 
dread (o think of going into the grave, she said, 
“QO no, Llong to go. 


‘Jesus can make a dying bed, 

Feel soft as downy pillows are, 

Whilst on his breast ] loan my head, 
Aud breathe my lile out sweetly there, ’ 


Through all wy sickness God has carried we. 
I believe | have had divine support.” Being 
asked if Christ was all her dependence, sh 

Ve plied, “ © Ves, Vee, YOS, lL have no other trust, 
Hie is my everlasting all. O blessed Lamb ot 
Cod whieh taketh away the sin of the world.” 
‘bo a child that cAme into the room, who bad 
made no profession of velivion, she said, «O 
my dear child, do make the precious Savion 
your portion, | long.to have vou know the 
sweets there are in religion Ht | have ever 
lived a life worthy of your imitation, du follow 
that; aud all that L have dene wrong, do shue 
ii” sn answer tu one whe asked her how 
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she did, she replied, “ they think I am dying ; 
and if I be, 1 am comfortably dying. 

‘ God my Redeemer lives, 

Aud of en from the skies 
Looks down and watches all my dust, 
Till he shall bid it rise.’ ” 

After this, which was on Friday evening, 
she revived and continued in the same heav- 
enly frame of mind, antil Sabbath evening, 
when just after repeating the following lines, 


¢ Jesus, I thirst, and so | must, 
J long to be above,’ 


she sweetly fell asleep, as we have the most 
reason to believe, in the arms of the blessed 
Redeemer. 

The writer of the above would now serious- 
ty ask himself, and also the reader, whether 
his * heart is fixed, trusting in the Lord?” A- 
mong those who, during their Iitetime, have 
given rational evidence of their spiritua! adup- 
tion, and who have died in the triumplis of 
faith, we find none who claimed any merit of 
their own. They have utterly abandoned 
every hope but what centres in Christ as an 
all-sufficient, a Divine Mediator. If Christ 
then be the only foundation of hope for the 
sick and the dying, how preposterous to cher- 
ish any hope of justification but what rests on 
hin in a time.of health and prosperity How 


soon may the scene change, and sickness, ~ 


with its pale countenance, seize the mortal 
body? Yes, how suddenly and unexpectedly 
may the grim messenger, death, execute his 
Office, and put a final close to this state of 
trial. «“‘ What is your life ? It is even a vapour 
hat appeareth for a little time and then van- 
isheth away.’ Let us remember, that soon 

he momentous question will be determined, 
whether eternity to us shall be endless joys, 
prendivss pains. The best evidence that we 
ean ourselves possess, or exhibit to others, that 
th» former will be our happy portion, is a 
daily deportment corresponding with ‘he re 
quirements of God’s word. “If ye love me 
(saith Christ) keep my commandments. Wis- 
dom's ways are ways of pleasantness and all 
her paths are peace.” If we would, there- 
fore. share in the rich legacy of peace whieh 
Christ bequeathed unto his followers; if we 
would pass pleasantly down the rapid cur: ent; 
if we wonld be joyful and happy in death, and 
infinitely blessed during the ceaseless ages of 
eternity, let us choose Christ for cur portion, 
and live the life of the righteous. 





SELECT SENTENCE. 


Itis said. when the Prince of the Latin Po- 
ets, was asked by his iricnd, why he stadied 
so much accuracy in the pian of his poem, the 
propriety of his characters, and the purity of 
his diction ; he replied, eternum pingo, lam 
writing for eternity. What more weighty 
co: sideration toyustify and enforce the utmost 
vig iance and cireurmspection of life, than this? 
Yn wternum vivo, | am tiving for eternity ! 


Poetry.—New-England Tract Society.—Installation. 
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POETRY. 
For the Religious Intelligencer. 


* It is appornted unto man, once to die, and »; 
ter death, the Judgment.” —'icb. ix, 27. 


.Trembling on life’s reeeding height, 
Once, o'er the forms we love, to sigh, 
Once, to behold the sacred light 

Or sun and moon forsake the eye, 


Once, to resign ‘mid torturing pains, 

The breath that feeds our transient span ; 
This universal doom remains, 

The last, the appointed lot of man. 


The sigh, the pang, the struggle dies, 
As shadows of a moment fleet ; 

But Oh! from that dark dreain to rise, 
To stand before the judzment seat; 


A high, an awful voice to hear, 
Pass sentence on the sinner’s bead ; 
This is the time of speechless feary 
This is the hour for man to dread. 


And thou, whose pausing eye may rest 

A moment on this fleeting line, 

Howe’er by fame, or fancy blest, 

Or earth allur’d, that doom is thine, 
Hariford Feb. 27, 1820. 


NEW-ENGLAND TRACT SOCIOCTY. 


The Agent of the New England Tract Soci 
ety, acknowledges the receipt of twenty dol- 
lars from the ladies of their respective parisly 
es, to constitute the following clergymen lile 
members. Rev Petres S Ten Broeck, Port- 
land, Me.; Rev. Calvin Noble, Chelsea, Vt 
Rey Zedekiah Barstow, Keene, N. ..; Rev. 
Janes Moss, Newburyport, Mass.; Rev Da. 
vid Kellogg, Framingham, Mass ; Rev Jame: 
Porter, Pomfret, Con ; Rev. Samuel! Backus, 
Woodstock, Con.: Rev Andrew Elliott, New 
Milford, Con ; Rev. William F. Vaill, North 
Guilford, Con.: from two ladies as a new year's 
present; Rev. Noah Coe, New Hartford, N.Y. : 
Rev. David Brigham, Randolph, Mass ; Rey. 
George Payson, Arundel, Me. 

Louis Dwicurt, Agent. 





INSTLLATION. 


On Wednesday, 23d inst the pastoral rela’ 
tion between Rev. Jepepiin Morse, D. D 
and the First Congregational Church in 
Charlestown, Mass was, by mutual consent, 
dissolved. On the same day, Rev. Waren 
Fay, late of Harvard, was installed Pastor oi 
that Church. Sermon by Rev. Professor 
Woods, from 1 Thess ii. 4. 
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